
Storytelling Resources:
Getting Started

Books about How to Do Storytelling
The Storyteller’s Start-up Book.  Margaret Read MacDonald
Storytelling: Art & Technique.  Ellin Greene
The Storyteller’s Guide.  Bill Mooney and David Holt
Improving Your Storytelling.  Doug Lipman

Collections of Stories to Start With
 Tip: Look for books that give you specific notes on where the 

stories came from, and how they have been adapted.
Twenty Tellable Tales.  Margaret Read MacDonald (pretty much 

anything from MacDonald!)
Ready-To-Tell Tales.  David Holt and Bill Mooney
More Ready-To-Tell Tales.  David Holt and Bill Mooney
Favorite Folktales from around the World.  Jane Yolen

Individual Folktales and Specialized Collections
 Tip: Browse 398.2 @ your library. Favorite adapters: Judy 

Sierra, Josepha Sherman, Baba Wagué Diakité. Keep an eye out 
for good folk stories in the E’s, like Flossie and the Fox by Pat 
McKissack, and Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters by John Steptoe.

 Tip: Look for the author’s notes on sources and adaptation.

Websites
Tim Sheppard’s Storytelling Resources for Storytellers

www.timsheppard.co.uk/story
Story Dynamics (Doug Lipman’s site: the real deal)

www.storydynamics.com
Story Arts (from teller Heather Forest; aimed at teachers)

www.storyarts.org
Portland Storytellers’ Guild (monthly story swaps and concerts)

www.portlandstorytelling.org
National Storytelling Network

www.storynet.org

Real Life
Pay attention when people around you start telling stories. Practice 
telling your own informal stories. Go to storytelling events at the 
library and in the community. Listen to recordings of storytellers. Learn
stories and tell them! 
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Telling Tales

To be a person is to have a story to tell.
Isak Dinesen

A family without a storyteller or two has no way to make sense out of their past 
and no way to get a sense of themselves.

Frank Pittman

Heirlooms we don't have in our family. But stories we've got.
Rose Cherin

When we Chinese girls listened to the adults talk-story, we learned that we failed
if we grew up to be but wives or slaves. We could be heroines, swordswomen.

Maxine Hong Kingston

When I used to read fairy tales, I fancied that kind of thing never happened, and 
now here I am in the middle of one!

Alice (Lewis Carroll, Alice’s’ Adventures in Wonderland)

Every life has a love story, even though the beloved may be imaginary, or a cat.
Mason Cooley

Storytelling reveals meaning without committing the error of defining it.
Hannah Arendt

Man is eminently a storyteller. His search for a purpose, a cause, an ideal, a 
mission and the like is largely a search for a plot and a pattern in the 
development of his life story.

Eric Hoffer

The story is our escort; without it, we are blind.
Chinua Achebe (Anthills of the Savannah)
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