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The King County Library System works hard to provide public services and
programs with the aim of enriching, informing, engaging and helping

patrons live their best lives. The KCLS Stories monthly newsletter
recognizes and highlights some of that great work and how it benefits

county residents. 
These are our stories.

KCLS’ New Tukwila Library Opens its Doors to Enthusiastic

Patrons

The Tukwila community turned out in droves – an estimated 1,000 strong
– to celebrate the long-awaited opening of its new 10,000-square-foot
library on Saturday, April 29. And locals agreed, it was well worth the
wait.

The spacious, airy building drew raves from patrons eagerly entering the
library after a ribbon-cutting ceremony. The event featured speeches from
local dignitaries and citizens whose efforts helped ensure that the library’s
design reflected the aspirations of one of the most diverse communities in
the country.
Nearly double the size of the former 5,250-square-foot Foster Library it
replaces, the new Tukwila Library will be a focal point of Tukwila Village, a
mixed-use development that includes a community center and public
plaza, a neighborhood police resource center, café, senior housing and
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other amenities.

“Oh my gosh! The difference between the two libraries is incredible!” said
C. Bierce of Tukwila, a member of the Friends of the Foster Library group.
“This is so open, so airy, with such brightness even on a gray day – you
can see everything!” she enthused, as her husband sat across a table,
immersed in a history book.

Above the music of the Bollywood group, Rhythms of India, A. Alaheedi
smiled as he browsed the newly stocked shelves. He said he frequently
visited the Foster Library to study for a lab-technician job, and that the
new library will be a pleasure.
“I’m amazed! This library is really great,” he said. “I’m impressed by the
big windows, the decorations, and the size. I’ve been waiting for it to
open.”

Patrons admired the mural by artist Kelly Staton and the delicate
spherical chandeliers in the children’s area. Others praised the library’s
“user-friendly” design, huge selection of books and magazines, and
outdoor sculptures by local artist John Fleming.

The Tukwila Library was made possible by a capital bond approved by
voters in 2004. The Capital Improvement Plan called for an 8,000-square-
foot library, but many in this rapidly growing community hoped for even
more space. Thanks to a strong local effort in partnership with the King
County Library System Foundation, an additional $1 million was raised to
construct a facility 2,000 square feet larger than initially proposed. 

“Tukwila has a rich history as a diverse and welcoming community,” said
Louise Strander, a Tukwila Planning Commissioner and fundraising leader
along with her brothers John and George Strander. The library’s meeting
room was named in honor of their parents, John B. and Louise M.
Strander.
“This was truly a community effort,” Strander said, commending local
fundraising efforts that included 300 donors as well as the Tukwila
Library’s Teen Advisory Board.

Architects from Perkins + Will worked with the community to design a
library that symbolized the “gateway” status of this multicultural city just
north of SeaTac International Airport.
Two abstract, pegboard-styled maps – one of the world and one of
northwest Washington – hang on opposite walls of the library, a visual
reminder of Tukwila as a cultural crossroads.

“Perkins + Will created a beautiful, spacious design reflecting Tukwila’s
diverse culture and community – and we’re thrilled that it serves as a
welcoming destination and community space to access a world of
information and ideas,” said KLCS Interim Director Stephen Smith.

The building features large windows to maximize natural light, and finish
materials include charcoal terra cotta, zinc cladding, aluminum sun
shades and red- and purple-toned glass. The library was built with
sustainable features, such as the use of regionally-sourced wood
throughout the interior, and native plants for landscaping, including a row
of hazelnut trees along the southwest corner, symbolizing the site’s
connection with the local Duwamish Tribe. "Tukwila" is the Tribe’s word for
"hazelnut."
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Other eco-friendly features include a “green” roof with heat- and drought-
tolerant native plants, helping to regulate interior temperatures and to
reduce storm water runoff by an estimated 60 percent. According to the
architects, the use of cross-laminated timber, an engineered wood product
with many environmental advantages, decreases the building’s carbon
footprint by as much as 477 tons – an amount emitted by 91 cars
annually.

Flexible open spaces were created to allow a variety of uses, including
tutoring, classes, lectures, music and art performances, author readings,
Story Times and studying.  
“This building is a ‘wow’ for our community,” said Nancy Coogan, Tukwila
School District Superintendent. She also thanked KCLS for its partnership
with the school district, whose students rely on library resources and
services.

“I love the architecture. I can’t stop looking around,” said visitor B. Terry.
“It’s a beautiful place.”
And one for the ages, said State Senator Bob Hasegawa.
“This library is an investment in the future of our community but also in
future generations,” he told the audience. “Libraries are how we gain and
preserve knowledge, and this library is a symbol of that knowledge.”
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