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Intro – 2 min 
 
Producer does housekeeping and introduces presenter 
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Intro – 1 min-Brooke 
 
We are going to get into the specifics of what those letters mean a little later. Although I 
personally will probably use the word queer interchangeably for the acronym, throughout the 
presentation.  
Introduce ourselves with our PGP (preferred gender pronouns).  
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1. It’s not about you.

2. It’s a discussion, not a 

monologue.

3. You don’t have to read every 

book.

4. Don’t make judgments.

5. Suggest, rather than 

recommend.

 

 

Review – 2 min – Brooke 
The Five Laws (Ranganathan- Mathmatician and librarian from India – theory from 1930s) 
 
So to start out let’s review the 5 laws of Reader’s Advisory 
 
Presenter VERY briefly reviews five laws 
1) It's not about you. A patron may love every book you love, but probably not. It's pretty rare 
that that happens, but really fun when it does. So, it's not about you, it's about them and what 
THEY like and what THEY may want to read. 
2) It's a discussion, not a monologue. Listening is a huge part of this interaction. How will you 
know what they like if you aren't listening? So ask questions. And really listen to those answers.  
3) You don't have to read every book. You can’t anyway! But do read widely. Do read outside 
what you gravitate towards. And without reading a lot of books you can still be aware of a 
variety of books. Read reviews, read blogs, flip through books. And be familiar with what's new 
and trending. 
4) Don't make judgements. So for example, queer people don't NECESSARILY want to read 
queer books. And people who don't identify as queer may want to read queer characters 
because people read all sorts of characters that aren't like them. Also, don't assume someone is 
or isn't queer based on how they look. 
5) Suggest rather than recommend. This is especially true when you haven't read a book you 
are handing someone. You think it is a good fit based on what they have told you but you only 
know them so well and you may not have read it yourself. Recommending implies this is the 
BEST book for them and you really don't know that.  
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 LGBTQIA+

 Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 

Transgender/Trans, Queer/Questioning, 

Intersex, 

Asexual/Aromantic/Allies/Advocates

 Gender Identity
 One's innermost concept of self as male, female, a 

blend of both or neither or a variable range – how 
individuals perceive themselves and what they call 
themselves. One's gender identity can be the 
same or different from their sex assigned at birth.

 Gender Binary
 The classification of sex and gender into 

two distinct, opposite and disconnected 
forms of masculine and feminine. It is 
one general type of a gender system 
(note: not the only one possible). 

 Sexual Orientation
 An inherent or immutable enduring emotional, 

romantic or sexual attraction to other people.

 

 

Topic overview –3 min - Jessica 
 
Jessica’s notes:  
The reason we bring up terminology is that you may hear these words come up when someone 
is asking for Readers’ Advisory help, and one way that we can make people feel safe about 
asking for LGBTQ recommendations is to already be aware of the terms, or at least have a basic 
understanding of what the patron is referring to if they bring up these terms.  
-LGBTQIA+: some people identify as a member of one or more of these groups, some identify as 
none of them, and some people reject the idea of labels altogether or aren’t included in this 
acronym. The acronym is meant as a sort of umbrella, but it is by no means definitive, and it’s 
constantly evolving. 
-Gender Identity- basically, this is how one identifies themself. Sometimes this identity matches 
their assigned sex, and sometimes it doesn’t.  
-Gender Binary- a gender system that separates the “Masculine” and the “Feminine” (with no 
in-between) 
-Sexual orientation- the attraction we have to other people (gay, straight, neither, both)- 
separate from gender identity or biological sex 
I’ve also provided some examples of ROLLS that are way more delicious than gender roles, just 
for your own reference.   
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Terminology–2 min - Jessica 
 
Jessica’s notes: 
-Along with gender identity comes grammar, specifically gender pronouns. The easiest way to 
find out from someone their preferred gender pronoun is to simply ASK. By asking this question, 
we also show that we are aware and respectful of the issue of gender pronouns, and 
welcoming. If they say, “HUH?” then it’s an opportunity to educate, so it’s a win-win, even if it 
may feel awkward to talk about at first.  
www.transstudent.org  (Trans Student Equality Resources) 
 
 

  

http://www.transstudent.org/


Slide 6 

 

We recommend... (KCLS stuff)

• KCLS Webinars in the Training Catalog:
• "Serving Our LGBTQ Community" (Recorded webinar)

• "Transgender 101: Serving Trans Patrons" (Recorded webinar)

• "Restroom Access for Transgender People" (Recorded webinar)

Diversity Committee! 
• Diversity@kcls.org
• Vitamin D (Diversity Newsletter)

 

 

1 min. 
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What makes a book LGBTQ?

1) The author identifies as 

LGBTQ+

2) The main character or primary 

subject identifies as LGBTQ+

3) The subject of queer people 

and/or their treatment is 

broached in the book

4) Somebody (anybody!) in the 

book is gay (fiction or 

nonfiction)

5) You can read a queer subtext 

(yay! A subtext!)

 

 

Poll, quiz, or chat – 2 min -Abbie 
 
Abbie’s script: I put this tongue-in-cheek quiz here to start thinking about how our standards for 
what we require in LGBTQ books have changed now that we actually have more than a few. Feel 
free to add your thoughts or questions in the chat box. 
 
While fluid sexuality was a norm in ancient Greece, and alternative sexualities and gender 
identities have been honored or at least tolerated in many cultures around the world, “in the 
beginning” of modern European literature it was dangerous to be queer. Male homosexuality 
was illegal in Britain until 1967 (and punishable by death until 1861), and female homosexuality 
was not even considered a real possibility until the 1920’s. For a while being gay was considered 
a third gender, or an inversion of gender. Homosexuality was still defined as a mental illness in 
the DSM until 1973; the DSM-5 no longer considers transgender identity as a mental illness, 
although it still includes the term “gender dysphoria” as a tool for treating the stresses resulting 
from gender variance. 
 
For a long time, queer people looking to see themselves in books (or to write themselves in 
books) had to read between the lines. Books that openly portrayed gay characters tended to 
focus on the agony of being closeted with internalized shame and disgust, sometimes in an 
effort to build sympathy and understanding among the straight majority. Things have changed a 
lot in the last few decades and especially the last few years, and nowadays we can choose from 
a wide range of books in every genre, for every taste—which is one of the reasons why fitting 
this webinar into a 30-45-minute time period is such a good challenge to have.   
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The Library of Congress added "Transgender people" and 
"Transgenderism" as main subject headings in 2007

https://libraries.indiana.edu/library-congress-subject-headings-lesbian-gay-bisexual-
transgender-queer-and-intersex-lgbtqi-topics

 

 

Subject Headings – Brooke – Searching Subject Headings –2 min 
 
There are a lot of Library of Congress subject headings pertaining to LGBTQ people, community, 
history, and so on. Hundreds of them. So I thought it would be fun to plug them into a word 
cloud and this is what I got. Some of the subject headings you will see more often in the 
catalog are Gay, Gay(s), Gay Fiction, Gay Juvenile Fiction, Lesbian Fiction.  You won't see 
genderqueer or non-binary or many of the new terms out there, and there are a lot of new 
terms. But you will see “gender Identity” and “transgender people” and “transgenderism” 
which were added as main subject headings in 2007. And some of those headings date quickly 
or don't feel like natural language –like transgenderism. So you want to look at the tag field for 
natural language. But also know that the subject field does search the tag field. And also 
another helpful general search -and there are many searches you can do -when looking for 
queer material is going to the advanced keyword search and searching lgbt* or glbt* to get 
variations of those acronyms. So you’ll get results for lgbt, lgbtq, lgbtqia, and the same for glbt, 
glbtq etc.  (also subject searching gay with these keywords in advanced search is very fruitful). 
 
A little history for you - Library of Congress subject headings for LGBTQ issues evolved from the 
original Sexual Perversion to Homosexuality in the 1940s; in the 1970s, they began to include a 
range of terms, such as gays, lesbians, and bisexuals. And in recent years not only the addition 
of Transgender people and transgenderism, but a change from Hermaphroditism to 
Intersexuality. Again, headings change slowly.   
 



The link at the bottom of the page is an exhaustive list of the Library of Congress Subject 
Headings. It's very interesting to scroll through them! That link is also on the handout with this 
webinar. 
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Trends
1) Transgender Characters

And Genderqueer Characters

2) Less Emphasis on "Coming 
Out" Stories

3) More Uplifting Stories – Not All 
Tragic Endings

4) LGBTQ Characters of Color 
Layered/Multiple 

Identities/Intersectionality

5) LGBT Characters in Fiction that 
isn't "LGBTQ" Genre Fiction

6) Sex Positive

 

 

Trends– Brooke –3 mins 
 
1) We are seeing more transgender and genderqueer characters. A lot more. Definitely a lot 
more transgender characters and some genderfluid or non-binary characters but not as many. I 
think books with Transgender characters are still – many of them- about being Transgender 
which is progress and important but in some ways the mark of true progress is when you can 
just have transgender characters and the story does not revolve around their identity. I think 
we'll get there one day. 
 
2) We are seeing all kinds of stories vs. just coming out stories or stories solely about being 
queer, which used to be what many queer books were about. Because.... gay people do others 
things in their lives besides coming out. They travel. And fight dragons. And go to school. And 
get in fights with their best friends. And so on. So it's refreshing to see other plot lines now.    
 
3) We are seeing more uplifting stories, not just stories with tragic endings where a queer 
character dies or is rejected by awful parents who don't accept them. Or where they run away 
from home and end up homeless. Or they are cutting.  Or whatever other horrible things can 
happen to them. It's no longer the "crazy or dead" plotlines we had for years. We now have 
happy characters or characters with every day issues. Really just well rounded and sometimes 
super positive characters and this is normalizing because it is reflective of the queer community 
and also gives hope to queer people who maybe are struggling. Because if these characters exist 
then there are people out there like this too.  
 



4) We are seeing queer characters with other identities! Because identities are multifaceted. 
You can be queer and a person of color. You can be queer and Muslim or Jewish. And those 
identities co-exist and they interact. They don't exist separately, in a bubble, but are layered.  
 
5) Queer characters exist in all kinds of fiction. Fiction that isn't just "LGBTQ". They can solve 
murders and go into space and do all the things other characters do! So we are starting to see 
more genre fiction-sci-fi, mystery, etc., with characters that just happen to be queer. And again, 
this is normalizing. 
 
6) We have more Sex positive stories. There is LGBTQ sex on the page. Which again, is 
normalizing. I feel like back in the day it was either covert, portrayed as sinful, or there would 
have to be all this commentary after the fact. And now it's just a thing happening on the page.    
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Question/Check In – Brooke –5 min - 
 
So before we move ahead and talk about specific titles, are there any questions or comments 
about anything we have mentioned so far? 
 
[During the webinar, we discussed the term “queer”, which has been reclaimed by LGBTQ+ 
people and by academia as easier to say and more inclusive (and just plain descriptive) than an 
acronym—but is still a hate word, too. Many people may only know it as a hateful, even violent 
word. Abbie’s mother was a little shocked when Abbie started using it in casual conversation…] 
 
 
 
 

  



Slide 11 

 

 

 

Fiction – Abbie – 4 mins 
 
Patricia Highsmith: Alfred Hitchcock adapted Highsmith’s first novel, 1950’s “Strangers on a 
Train”, and the two are an obvious fit. Her subversive psychological novels have appealed to 
many film-makers. Joan Schenkar, author of the Highsmith biography that Publisher’s Weekly 
calls a “must-read” (The Talented Miss Highsmith), notes that “the hundreds of raspingly acute 
portraits of quietly transgressive acts punctuating her … novels have added a new terror to 
‘mid-century modern’." For a long time she was best known for her series about chameleon con 
artist cum murderer Tom Ripley, which began with The Talented Mr. Ripley in 1955. The 2015 
film “Carol” starring Cate Blanchet, about a tender romance between two women, one of whom 
is married (and one of her only books in which no one murders anybody) is based on her 1952 
novel The Price of Salt, which was published under the pseudonym of Clare Morgan. Highsmith 
denied the book was hers for many years because of the lesbian content, but in 1990 agreed to 
republish it as Carol under her own name. 
Sarah Waters – Historical Fiction set in England, from the Victorian era to WWII. Rich 
emotionalism and sometimes lurid plots make Waters’ books deliciously juicy reads. Her 
Victorian ghost story “Affinity” is a psychological thriller as twisty and chilling as they come. 3 of 
her novels were shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize, 4 have been adapted for BBC miniseries—
and 1 (“Fingersmith”) is the basis for 2016’s Korean film “The Handmaiden”. 
Jeanette Winterson: From her acclaimed semi-autobiographical debut “Oranges Are Not the 
Only Fruit” in 1985, to 2016’s just-out collection, “Christmas Days: 12 Stories and 12 Feasts for 
12 Days”, Winterson remains one of our most moving, entertaining, versatile and insightful 
writers in both fiction and nonfiction. 



The Danish Girl (David Ebershoff, 2000) Fictionalization of one of the earliest male-to-female 
gender-affirmation surgery cases, in the late 1920’s, as Einar Wegener becomes Lili Elbe with 
the support of her wife. The book, written by a gay man, does an outstanding job with its 
characters and setting, and gives those characters a happier ending than Lili had in real life. 
Nevada, by Imogen Binnie (2013): Binnie’s funky, punky novel of urban gender identities 
represents a newer, very welcome trend of trans writers telling trans stories. There continue to 
be problems with books about trans people written by cis people, who seem to feel compelled 
to explain trans-ness rather than let characters breathe (and often mis-representing varieties of 
trans life in the process). As LJ described Nevada, “Gen-X meets punk and transgender in this 
stream-of-consciousness-style novel.” 
Michael Cunningham: The Hours Pulitzer Prize winning novel that moves between Virginia 
Woolf, a 1950’s housewife discovering her lesbian feelings (who loves reading Woolf), a 
contemporary gay artist dying of AIDS, and his longtime friend whom he calls Mrs. Dalloway, 
whom he once shared with his best friend and lover. The book is even better than the beautiful 
2002 film starring Nicole Kidman, Julianne Moore, Ed Harris, and Meryl Streep. 
Alan Hollinghurst: You’ll find Hollinghurst on a lot of “my favorite author” lists among gay men. 
His 1989 first novel, The Swimming Pool Library, profiled London’s pre-AIDS gay culture, pre-
WWI to the beginning of the 1980’s; his 2004 Line of Beauty, set in the 1980’s, won the Man 
Booker Prize. He is known for “sharp, humorous, and poignant social satires” (Booklist, 2011), 
and is often compared to E.M. Forster—see especially his 2011 The Stranger’s Child, about a 
WWI poet and a modern-day biographer who wants to out him as gay. 
Armistead Maupin: Tales of the City series, chronicling gay life in San Francisco from the 1970’s 
on (9 books from 1978 to 2014, with an omnibus of #’s 7-9 published in 2016). Fresh and fluffy, 
immersed in popular culture and of-the-moment plotlines, with characters you wish you knew 
in real life, who grow and change (and die) over the years like real people. 
E. Lynn Harris: A self-publishing success story who got his start hand-selling his book, Invisible 
Life, in black beauty shops in Atlanta. A publisher picked him up in 1999, and until his death 10 
years later he gave us popular fiction full of faith, sports, romance, and questions of black 
masculinity—a lot of soapy goodness. 
 
--Also note gay mystery authors Michael Navos’ Henry Rios series, and Richard Stevenson’s 
Donald Strachey mysteries, neither of which KCLS has much of.  
 
Note Middlesex (Jeffrey Eugenides) and Transister Radio (Chris Bohjahlian) as negative 
examples, controversial for giving inaccurate representations. 
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Abbie – 3 mins 
Oscar Wilde: The Picture of Dorian Gray (1891) Easy to interpret as both a commentary on 
Wilde’s relationship with the younger Lord Alfred Douglass, over which he was put on trial and 
sentenced to hard labor; and as a dialog with his own public image. 
E. M. Forster: Maurice (written pre-WWI, published after his death, in 1970) The 1987 
Merchant-Ivory film adaptation with James Wilby, Hugh Grant, and Rupert Graves is its own 
classic. The author gives his agonized central character a chance at a happy ending with a lower-
class lover, but it seems almost a fantasy. 
Radclyffe Hall: The Well of Loneliness (1928) (KCLS has only on downloadable audio) An early 
classic of lesbian fiction and gender uncertainty, full of pain and dashed hopes of happiness. 
James Baldwin: Giovanni’s Room (1956) This story of an American man and his Italian lover had 
its 60th anniversary in 2016. Garth Greenwell gave it a tribute in The Guardian, calling it “an 
antidote to shame”: https://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/nov/19/james-baldwin-
giovannis-room-garth-greenwell-60th-anniversary-gay-novel?CMP=share_btn_link    
Leslie Feinberg: Stone Butch Blues (1993, set in 1950’s-early 70’s) Gender role models in 
lesbian sub-culture in the 1950’s, and a semi-autobiographical and more than semi-harrowing 
portrayal of the violence suffered at police hands during that time. A “butch” is a masculine-
appearing person; a “stone butch” is someone who is a lesbian so committed to her masculinity 
that she cannot be touched. 
Gore Vidal: The City and the Pillar (grand American political essayist and historical novelist got 
his start with pulp fiction, Myra Breckenridge, and this 1948 bildungsroman of the agony of 
unfulfillable dreams for love if you’re gay. Yup.) cf Tennessee Williams 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/nov/19/james-baldwin-giovannis-room-garth-greenwell-60th-anniversary-gay-novel?CMP=share_btn_link
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/nov/19/james-baldwin-giovannis-room-garth-greenwell-60th-anniversary-gay-novel?CMP=share_btn_link


Samuel R. Delany: The Einstein Intersection (1967) Science fiction, fantasy, essays, poetry and 
literary fiction by one of the grand men of experimental speculative fiction in the 1960’s and 
70’s—and an African American. 
Rita Mae Brown: Ruby-Fruit Jungle (1973, reissued in 2015) Acclaimed lesbian coming of age 
story--plus her activist career (feminists didn’t want lesbians in their movement, and neither did 
male gay rights activists…), and cozy mysteries with Sweetie Pie!) 
Alice Walker: The Color Purple (1982) One of the happiest sequences in this otherwise grim 
novel of abuse and survival is when Sug helps Celie find sexual fulfillment. 
 
 

  

Zhiltanaq
Text Box
[Note after the fact: I still can't believe I left Christopher Isherwood out of the final presentation. He was front and center in my notes, I swear! While it's always fun to talk about Gore Vidal, I do wish I had followed my original plan and put Isherwood's A Single Man in place of Vidal's The City and the Pillar.]
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Abbie – 3 mins 
Memoirs-Abby Wambach, Forward (cf celebrity memoirs by Ellen Degeneres, Jane Lynch) 
Other David Sedaris Titles – Naked, Dress Your Family in Corduroy and Denim, (not Elf! But Elf is 
amazing funny stories about Christmas!). Note-  Augusten Burroughs would be readalike but we 
only have 3 copies of Running with Scissors in the system! 
Other Allison Bechdel Titles – Are you My Mother and Dykes to Watch Out For.  Graphic novels! 
Janet Mock, Redefining Realness 
Dan Savage, The Commitment (cf. The Kid, and of course “It Gets Better”) 
Jennifer Finney Boylan, She’s Not There The first volume of Boylan’s memoirs traces her path of 
transition from male to female, keeping her wife and family along the way (as well as her 
colleague and best friend Richard Russo). 
--History 
Queer: A Graphic History –coming soon! 
Randy Shilts, And the Band Played On Classic history of the AIDS crisis and the roadblocks to 
research for a cure.  
Vito Russo, The Celluloid Closet Definitive history of images of male and female homosexuals in 
movies (and a little bit in TV). 
--Theory/Issues 
Manning Up: Transsexual Men on Finding Brotherhood, Family & Themselves 
José Esteban Muñoz: KCLS has his 1999 Disidentifications: Queers of Color and the Performance 
of Politics. His more recent book is Cruising Utopia: The Then and There of Queer Futurity 
Julia Serano, Whipping Girl A study of how misogynist attitudes interact with prejudice against 
male-to-female transgender people.  
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Abbie – 3 mins 
Nicole Dennis-Benn: Here Comes the Sun. Debut novel by lesbian Jamaican author. Two sisters 
struggle with life in a Jamaican village threatened by a new hotel, the compromised older sister 
striving to make a better life for the younger and hoping she can finally share the secret of her 
sexuality. LJ sez: “Not for the faint of heart, as the women are often unlikable and their 
circumstances dire, but readers and book clubs interested in complicated characters and 
challenging themes will appreciate this first novel.“  
Viet Dinh: After Disasters. Literary fiction to rave about, with intersecting characters and eras. 
Rabih Alameddine: The Angel of History Widely acclaimed and nominated for awards and best-
of lists: a Yemeni-born gay poet, raised in a Cairo brothel, finds Satan himself arguing for him to 
cling to his sanity while, in the waiting room of a psych ward, his mind moves back and forth 
across his life. 
Saleem Haddad: Guapa. An American-educated gay man in an unnamed Arab country begins 
his day being discovered with his lover, then seeks solace and advice with his friends in the 
underground gay bar called Guapa, and ends the day by attending his lover’s lavish wedding to a 
woman; in between he remembers his life, in a debut that LJ calls “warmly recommended”. 
Publishers Weekly says, “Haddad, a former aid worker and consultant, navigates Rasa's interior 
and exterior worlds with empathy and care. The topic of gay life in the Arab world is richly 
complex, and Haddad's cinematic, evocative prose rises to meet the sensitive subject matter.” 
Erin Judge: Vow of Celibacy. Bisexual plus-size model tells her virginal best friend the stories of 
her sexual adventures, now that she has decided to take a break from sex. Sex-positive story, 
human and humorous, first novel by comedian Erin Judge. Lambda Literary Review by Sara 



Rauch: “There’s no one way to discovering what feels good, with whom, and when, and it’s nice 
to see a confident (in some respects) bisexual narrator figuring her shit out.” 
Kaitlyn Greenridge: We Love You, Charlie Freeman Widely acclaimed debut novel set in a 
Massachusetts institute where a black family with a tradition of sign language is brought to live 
and to raise a chimpanzee named Charlie as their own in a study of inter-species 
communication; the story also dwells on the lesbian awakening of daughter Charlotte. Lambda 
Literary Review says, “That the novel is able to combine ASL culture, race, ambition, family, love, 
politics, and history, as well as the nuanced Charlie, is a marvel not to be missed.”   
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Brooke -3 min 
 
So I am a Teen Services Librarian so I couldn't help but include some YA titles with adult appeal. 
Because...A lot of Adults Read YA!  
 
A lot of these titles are award winners, literary-ish, and some have older or more mature 
characters.  A lot of these books are character driven because they center on LGBTQ characters. 
And maybe when we go back to that initial poll question about what defines queer literature, I 
would argue character driven books with LGBT main characters is a big factor(for me). 
 
So, I love all of these books and would suggest all of them to not just queer folks but anyone 
who likes good books.  
 
Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe 
 This book has characters of Color (both boys are second or third generation Mexican 
American). It is set in late 1980s in small town Texas. It's romance-ish. Its really more about 
friendship between a more quiet introverted boy (Ari) and Dante who is outgoing and charming. 
Look at all those awards on the cover! We are going to talk about awards next.  
 
Everyday - 
This is a realistic story with a fantasy framework. The main character's name is A - whose gender 
you don't know throughout. And every day A wakes up in the body of a different 16 year old – a 
boy, a girl, a teen who is popular, overweight, etc. And every day A finds that they are in love 



with the same girl, Rianon. Also a companion book told from the girl A loves – Riannon-
's perspective.  David Levithan has lots of other great books with queer characters.  
( Two Boys Kissing, Boy Meets Boy,  The Lover's Dictionary) 
 
I'll Give You the Sun – Printz Winner 2015 (Best YA Boo). Twin brother and sister– takes place 
over two summers – when they are thirteen and are super close and when they are 16 and 
barely speaking.  It centers around what happens those two summers. The brother falls for the 
boy next door. The sister gets into some trouble. The chapters alternate voices between the two 
twins but also bounce around in time between the summers. Quirky. Sad. Funny. It's great. 
 
Fat Angie -  Stonewall Winner - Fat Angie main character(author calls her that throughout). 
Mom is on her about weight. Sister in military – has been missing. Shunned by kids at school. 
This new cool girl moves to town – KC Sunshine. She immediately befriends Fat Angie much to 
everyone's surprise, including Angie. Friendship. Romance? Anti-Romance. KC has her own 
issues. Characters are so well done.  
 
More Happy Than Not – Good Example of Genre Blending – Sci Fi/Mystery/Contemporary. For 
those who loved the movie Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless mind! This book is an 
experience.Something you want to go back and reread.It's about a boy who is considering a 
memory-alteration procedure to forget he's gay and forget other hard stuff going on in his life. 
Takes place in Bronx. Main character is Latino. He's living in a world where it's not easy to be 
gay. Raw. Emotional.Intense. Powerful. Definitely for older readers. 
 
Miseducation of Cameron Post –Takes place in the 90s Montana. Cameron falls in love with 
another girl. Her parents died when she was 12 so she lives with her Aunt and Grandma. Who 
are religious. When her Aunt discovers what is going on she sends her off to this camp to make 
her not gay.Which...never works out..because..  
 
We are the Ants –On lots of top lists this year – so something new! About a boy who is 
abducted by aliens who show him that the world will end in 144 days unless he pushes this 
button. That's the framework but more realistic fiction than sci-fi. He has hard stuff going on in 
his life and in his past so he's not sure if he wants to hit this button . His last boyfriend killed 
himself. He's making out secretly with a boy at school who bullies him(kind of a gay fiction trope 
but done well). But he meets a new guy – a friend he has feelings for who – who influences his 
thoughts about the aliens and the button.  
 
If You Could be Mine – Takes place in Iran– where it is dangerous to be openly gay.  These two 
girls have been best friends their whole life. They have innocently kissed here and there when 
they were younger but they are older and have feelings for each other. One of them is to be 
married soon in an arranged marriage to a man. The other – the main character – considers 
transitioning to become male to be with her friend that she loves because in Iran this is socially 
acceptable – it's legal to transition and seen as nature's mistake while it is not acceptable to be 
gay.  So even though maybe she isn't transgender she sees this as an option – as a way to be 



with her love.Lots of interesting topics. Great for discussion. I read this a few years ago in an 
adult book club. 
 
Simon Vs. The Homosapiens – Simon is chatting with a kid at school screen name is Blue that 
goes to his school. He doesn't know who Blue is and Blue doesn't know who he is but they are 
flirintg online and exchanging messages. This other kid sees the messages and screenshots 
them and blackmails Simon – he wants Simon to help him get with his friend – this girl – 
otherwise he will tell everyone Simon is gay. Sounds like this downer book about a kid being 
blackmailed but its actually funny and sweet and ultimately upbeat.The its fun to try,the whole 
book, to figure out who the guy Blue Simon is talking to is. 
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Stonewall Book 
Awards

Rainbow Book List 
(Teen and Children )

Lambda Literary 
Awards

KCLS LGBTQ 
Booklists

Human Rights 
Campaign

Search "Books"

American Library 
Association's GLBT 

Roundtable Reviews

Lambda Literary 
Review

 

 

Resources/Awards/Lists–3 min – Abbie 
 
As an aside: 
Rainbow Book Reviews (http://www.rainbow-reviews.com/) focuses on specialty publishers like 
Dreamspinner Press, Harmony Ink and Bold Strokes Books—unfortunately the literary quality is 
not as good, and these publishers are not collected as often by libraries. 
 
 

  

http://www.rainbow-reviews.com/
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Jessica – 1 min 
 
Examples of small ways to increase visibility and approachability- Flare! 
Book displays (even if it’s not a “gay display”) 
Pro tip: chances are there is a librarian in your region that has some of this type of swag lying 
around, and may even be eager to share (best time to check is after someone’s gone to a 
library conference)! OR maybe your region has a button maker? The possibilities are endless 
and we work with crafty, resourceful folks that are great at creating cool stuff! 
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Next steps – 2 min 
 
Suggestions from the audience. Ask audience for other titles in this genre they’ve been asked 
for, or that they commonly recommend, or further ideas for this topic. 
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Question for audience – 2 min 
 
What did you learn today that you can take back to your job? Did anything surprise you? 
 
 

  



Slide 20 

 

Under the Covers
Readers’ Advisorywith

 

 

Closing – 1 min 
 
Producer does closing housekeeping 
 
 

 


