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On Friday, August 19, twenty-six 30'-long metal blades were delivered to the Foster Library 

parking lot, and laid out on top of drop cloths under an enormous canopy. Thus the scene was 

set for community art on a large scale! 

Artist John Fleming designed the installation "Multiplicity" for the new Tukwila Library. The metal 

blades were fabricated in layers, with thickness tapering to the top so that they will bend like 

grass blades once they are installed. One side was painted red, and that is the side for 

community painting.  

The result was a weekend I can only describe as transcendent, as 129 people came over the 

course of two days to experiment with spray paint and stencils for imagery they wanted to 

see as part of their new Tukwila Library. Families worked together; friends worked together; 

people of all ages worked diligently and intently alone. The mayor of Tukwila and three City 

Council members joined in, and Tukwila Arts Commission member Sheila Coppola even brought 

her own stencils and stencil-making materials! By the end of the second day I was practically 

speechless with the delight of it. John Fleming was a joy to work with: not only did he manage all 

the logistical details with thoughtful skill (coordinating with the library construction worksite for the 

use of a forklift and provision of storage space for the finished blades), but he brought a 

presence of such peace and freedom that everyone was inspired. 
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We give big thanks to all the cluster staff who helped make this weekend possible (we owe "I 

Heart Tuk" to indomitable LTA Key Dellavecchia)--and a standing ovation to Aron Moon and his 

team in Facilities for all the details of drop cloths and the canopy, and especially for staying 

onsite for security from Friday through Monday morning. Operations Supervisor Faruk Vohra 

worked out the staffing, and joined us for painting on Saturday. Tireless Cluster Manager Angie 

Benedetti was with us all day on Friday (for the blades to be delivered), Saturday, and Sunday. I 

was just there for the two weekend days, and it was GLORIOUS, I tell you, GLORIOUS! Dri Ralph, 

who facilitated the selection of John for the art at the new library (thank you, Dri!!), participated 

in the logistical conversations beforehand, and joined us to come do some painting herself for a 

little while on Saturday and again on Sunday. 

John tells us that the blades should be installed on the Tukwila Library worksite, at the corner of 

144th and Tukwila International Blvd, by the end of September. The painted sides will face 

inward in two interlocking arcs, so that the viewer can walk into the installation to experience it. 

His rendering of the installed "Multiplicity" looks like this: 



  

 I can't wait to post photos of the real thing! 

--Abbie Anderson, Librarian Services Manager (Boulevard Park, Foster, and Valley View) 

 


