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Librarian: Lay off Captain Underpants, it gets 
kids to read
By Sky Muller Published: Sep 26, 2013 at 1:18 PM PDT 

 

Watch your local TV news for more on this story.

NORTH BEND, Ore. -- The title 'Banned Books Week' may be often misunderstood, as it's not a week 
to go out and remove controversial books from the shelves.

It is to encourage people to get out and open books that will open their minds.

Gary Sharp, the North Bend Library Director, says the week is about embracing reading what you want
to. "We are not banning books," he said. "What we are really doing is celebrating the right of 
Americans to read the materials they wish to read."

In 2012, 464 books were challenged in libraries across the country for various reasons. "We respect 
people's opinions about what their own children read or what they themselves read, but when you're 
trying to stop somebody else from reading and learning and thinking about something, that's where 
librarians start to ask you why do you want to stop someone else," said assistant library director Abbie 
Anderson.
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One of the most challenged books last year was the Captain Underpants series. "They say we shouldn't 
be giving this to our children, and of course boys, especially who don't like to read, eat these books up. 
So, librarians and school teachers tend to be partial to those things that will encourage young people to 
read," said Sharp [actually, this was me, not Gary—either that or we both expressed the same thought 
about Captain Underpants, which is entirely possible!].

He says Coos County is a very open minded and accepting community of books that are often 
challenged.

[Sky Muller from KCBY, our local CBS affiliate, came to the library on Wednesday, September 25, 
2013 in response to a press release I wrote for a “Watch a Banned Book” movies program at the library 
for Banned Books Week that I planned and implemented for the 2nd year. He interviewed me as I was 
preparing to air the 2nd movie, then went into the library to interview Gary and get footage of the 
Banned Books Week display. The spot was aired on the evening news, but unfortunately I was not able 
to see it or to obtain a copy of the video.]


