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More than Books @ Your Library:
Digital Recorders, Kill-A-Watt, and E-Readers

by Library Assistant Director Abbie Anderson

You probably already know that your library is the place to go for great reads, great movies, and
the information and answers to solve problems, pursue projects, and accomplish your dreams.  Did you 
also know that the library has some really useful equipment you can check out and take home?

If you know someone with a great memory and great stories to tell, you'll want to know about 
the Legacy Voices Oral History program.  Everyday memories of everyday people have historical 
importance as well personal significance.  North Bend Public Library and Coos Bay Public Library 
both have digital recorder kits that you can check out to take home and make recordings of those 
memories.

The kits include a digital recorder with instructions on how to use it, plus guides for asking 
good questions to uncover those stories.  The kits also include forms so that, with permission, the Coos 
Bay Library will keep a copy of the recording to make available to historians and to anyone interested 
in local history.  Many thanks to the North Bend Public Library Foundation, the Coos Bay Public 
Library Foundation, and the Coos County Cultural Coalition for providing the funds to make the 
Legacy Voices program possible.

Want to know how much electricity your appliances and electronics are using?  Did you know 
they can be costing you money just plugged in and turned off, even when you're not using them?  Come
to the library and ask to check out a Kill-A-Watt kit.  This device lets you measure how much power 
your equipment uses.

Curious about e-books?  Want to “try before you buy”?  Come to the library and ask to check 
out one of our Sony E-Readers.  These basic devices are a few years old and don't have wi-fi or 
anything fancy like that, but they do just fine for reading books (and a few other things, too).  If you 
call ahead, we can even work with you to load up the e-reader with books you want to read from the 
library's free online “Library2Go” service.  If you want to do it all yourself, you'll need a computer and 
Internet connection at home, and be comfortable browsing a website and downloading stuff.  You'll also
need to install some software, and be ready to use the included cable to plug the E-Reader into your 
computer and transfer the e-books to it.  Don't worry, there is plenty of good help on the library's 
website at www.cooslibraries.org, and we'll be happy to walk you through it in the library, too.

Questions?  General excitement about the world of information, imagination and inspiration?  
Call the North Bend Public Library at 541-756-0400, see us online at www.northbendlibrary.org, or 
stop in at 1800 Sherman Avenue.  We're open Monday-Wednesday 11:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m., Thursday-
Friday 11:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m., and Saturday-Sunday 12:00-5:00 p.m.  See you @ your library!
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