
Pursuing trivia at the library 
By Leila Summers | The Daily News (Longview, Washington)

Posted: Wednesday, October 31, 2007 12:00 am

Photo by Bill Wagner

Alex Fox, 16, searches in the research section of the Woodland Community Library to find a book with 
the name of a Nobel Prize winner. His quest is part of a trivia challenge to help students learn more 
about library resources while they are waiting to use the internet.

WOODLAND — Allen Ginsberg is a name that meant nothing to 11-year-old Megan Andrews before 
last week.

It wasn't until she received an orange piece of paper asking the Woodland sixth-grader "what 
movement is associated with Allen Ginsberg?" that Megan cracked open a reference book at the 
Woodland Community Library to find his picture.

"The Beat Movement," she wrote on the paper.

Learning the answers to random facts has become the new trend at Woodland Community Library. 
Visitors who correctly answer the questions given to them have a chance to earn an extra hour of time 
on library computers.

That's a big incentive for library regulars who are willing to wait an hour for their turn to play on the 
Internet.

Woodland librarian Abbie Anderson said she and her staff developed the questions at the start of 
October to help occupy people waiting to use a computer.

With only four computers in the library, waiting lists fill up quickly, she said, and folks are allowed 
only one hour on the computer per day because of security restrictions. People can't even go to another 
computer in the library district after their hour is up, she said.

That is, unless they are the "lucky winner" of the trivia contest's extra hour.

Anderson said her staff tries to make the questions challenging, yet informative and fun. Each student 
must answer the question they receive before they're allowed to ask for another one. Students are 
encouraged to enter as many answers as possible in a week, she said.

They range in difficulty from "what's the state tree of Florida?" and "where is Tierra del Fuego?" to 



"what is the most poisonous plant?"

A bonus is that the game helps familiarize young people with the library without feeling too much like 
they're still in school, Anderson said.

"Some of the questions require a little more work," she said, and are often met with "moans and 
groans."

Because the trivia game is open to people of all ages, Anderson said she's had participants ask her 
"what's an encyclopedia?" and "what's a volume?"

She and her staff direct people to where in the library they can look for answers to their questions.

"We are not going to answer the question, but we can say (for example) your best chance is to check 
the library resource center. Let me show you where that is," she said.

The response to the new activity has been surprisingly positive, Anderson said. Some students, she 
said, have even put off the start of their computer time for a couple of minutes in order to finish looking
for an answer.

"That makes us so happy," she said.

Most students use the computers to play games on-line, Anderson said, but some surf the Internet for 
academic purposes.

Woodland High School sophomore Alex Fox, 16, said he signs up for the Internet and has participated 
in trivia questions.

"I do it when I'm done with my homework and I'm bored," he said.

That's fine with Anderson, who said she'd rather have teens in the library than outside causing trouble.

"We all know where boredom can lead," Anderson said.
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N.B.: I do not believe I ever said that I feared our teens would otherwise be “outside causing trouble”! 
I think we all have been misrepresented by reporters. Personally, I find the library to be a fabulous 
solution to the problem of boredom.
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